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being a mere unfonntdated protest              oppression.
The feudal character of Magna Carta, as far as the con-
tents of the several articles is concerned, might           be
overstated; other than corrected,
non-feudal classes were to concerned. But
a study of either the remote or
one in no doubt as to where the animus of the
lay; the initiative was taken by the barons the bulk
of the work was done by them. Magna Carta powerfully
emphasised the contract between the his
tenants-in-chiefj and between the tenants-in-chief and
their vassals. Writers in tried to
bring this famous document under well-known
category, to see in it, for example, something of a "fun-
damental law" or "frame of government" or statute.
Whatever of these it has come to be or to                 in
its long later history,I to the barons who it, it was
a declaring of those points in law, largely feudal, which
were at issue between them and John; were the
substance of a contract or treaty which they upon
the king, their side of the treaty being a tacit under-
standing that on this basis they would continue to regard
him as overlord and king; and in putting this treaty into
1 Magna Carta in 1215 was one thing; Magna Carta In later history has
been quite another.   The imagery of the late Professor Dunning {Truth in
History, American Historical Review, xix., 220} exquisitely presents this
two-fold aspect: "Many a fact of history Is like the grain of         that
intrudes within the shell of the pearl oyster.   Tiny and insignificant it is
quickly lost to sight and knowledge; but about it are deposited the en-
sphering layers of^ myth and legend till a glimmering treasure is
that excites the mightiest passions of men.   Under the charm of its beauty,
art, religion, civilisation is developed;  through the lust to              it a
dynasty is overthrown, an empire falls into ruin. The historian may crush
the pearl and bring to light the grain of sand; but he cannot persuade us
that the sand made all the intervening history." Magna Carta was not
"tiny and insignificant" in 1215, but it did undergo the sea-ckan^e. It
has long been a myth, a very powerful myth; and most people would agree
that, judged by almost any interpretation of historyf it has been a benefi-
cent myth. Its story is unquestionably important^but has long been neg-
lected, Bemont's brilliant but brief sketch ia his Ckaflres^ des Ltberies
Anghises (pj>. jaevi.-bocvi.) made a beginning; and a detailed study of
the Charter in the thirteenth century has just appeared in Dr. Faith
Thompson's The First Cmtiwry of M&gna Carta; Why It Persisted a$ m
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